REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
DANGEROUS DRUGS BOARD

BOARD REGULATION NO. 2
Series of 2026

SUBJECT: INCLUSION OF N-DESETHYL ETONITAZENE IN THE LIST OF
DANGEROUS DRUGS

WHEREAS, the Philippines is a signatory to the 1961 Single Convention on

Narcotic Drugs, as amended by the 1972 Protocol ("1961 Convention"), which seeks

to combat drug abuse through coordinated international action by limiting the

possession, use, trade in, distribution, importation, exportation, manufacture, and

production of narcotic drugs exclusively to medical and scientific purposes;

WHEREAS, during its sixty-ninth (69th) Session, the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs (CND) adopted Decision 69/2 placing N-desethyl etonitazene under Schedule |
of the 1961 Convention, as amended by the 1972 Protocol, by a vote of forty-nine (49)

to none, with no abstentions;

WHEREAS, N-Desethyl etonitazene (CAS Registry Number 2732926-26-8),
also known as 2-[(4-Ethoxyphenyl)methyl]-N-ethyl-5-nitro-1H-benzimidazole-1-
ethanamine (ACI), is a benzimidazole-derivative highly potent synthetic opioid
belonging to the nitazene (2-benzylbenzimidazole) class, is considered to be
approximately ten (10) times more potent than fentanyl, and is an active metabolite of
etonitazene that has increasingly emerged on the unregulated drug market as a

substance of abuse in its own right;

WHEREAS, N-Desethyl etonitazene has been associated with significant
public health risks due to its potent opioid effects and abuse potential, has no known
therapeutic use, no known marketing authorization, and no recognized industrial

application;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, as
amended, Parties are obligated to adopt and implement the control measures

applicable to substances placed under the schedules of the Convention:

WHEREAS, Board Regulation No. 1, Series of 2020, prescribed the immediate
adoption of changes in the scope of control of substances pursuant to the three (3)

United Nations International Drug Conventions and authorized the DDB Chairman to
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issue a Regulation for such purpose, provided that the DDB Chairman and/or the DDB

Executive Director shall inform the Board of the issuance of such Regulation;

WHEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED, to adopt the
action of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs placing N-Desethyl
etonitazene (CAS Registry Number 2732926-26-8),and all compounds, mixtures, and
preparations containing this substance, including its salts, isomers, and salts of
isomers, whenever the existence of such salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is

possible, under Schedule | of the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the foregoing substance shall be included in the
list of Dangerous Drugs and shall be subjected to all applicable regulatory and control
measures, including the penal provisions, provided under Republic Act No. 9165, as

amended, and its implementing rules and regulations.

APPROVED and ADOPTED this _&# day of _Jwe 2026, in Quezon
City, Philippines.

Secretary OSCAR F. VALENZUELA ¢ M

Chairperson

Attested by:

Undersecretary EARL
Board Secretary / Exec

Board Regulation No. 2, Series of 2026



