REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
DANGEROUS DRUGS BOARD

BOARD RESOLUTION NO. 14
Series of 2026

SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER
EDUCATION MEMORANDUM ORDER NO. 5, SERIES OF 2026,
ENTITLED “PATHWAY TO HEALTH AND WELL-BEING IN HIGHER
EDUCATION” AND EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE DANGEROUS
DRUGS BOARD FOR ITS INSTITUTIONALIZATION

WHEREAS, under Republic Act No. 9165, also known as the "Comprehensive
Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002", as amended (the "Act"), the State, as part of its declared
policy, shall pursue an intensive and unrelenting campaign against trafficking and use of
dangerous drugs and other similar substances through an integrated systems of planning,

implementing, enforcement of anti-illegal drug abuse policies, programs, and projects;

WHEREAS, under the same act, the Dangerous Drugs Board (“The Board”) is
mandated to be the policy-making and strategy-formulating body responsible for the

planning and formulation of policies and programs on drug prevention and control;

WHEREAS, Filipino youth are confronted with a growing range of mental health
concerns, substance use violence, sexual and reproductive health issues, and other
psychosocial challenges driven by personal, familial, and environmental factors, thus
underscoring the need for holistic and coordinated interventions that promote their health,

well-being, and resilience;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article XIV, Section 3(2) of the 1987 Philippine
Constitution, educational institutions are mandated to strengthen ethical and spiritual
values, develop moral character, and promote personal discipline among learners, while
Republic Act No. 7722, otherwise known as the Higher Education Act of 1994, vests upon
the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) the authority to formulate and implement

policies, plans, and programs for higher education;
WHEREAS, by virtue of Commission En Banc Resolution No. 144 dated 23 March

2026, CHED issued Memorandum Order No. 5, Series of 2026, entitled "Pathway to
Health and Well-being in Higher Education," establishing the policy framework and
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strategies for promoting health and well-being and preventing substance use in higher

education institutions;

WHEREAS, CHED Memorandum Order No. 5, Series of 2026 provides
comprehensive guidelines for promoting mental health, physical health, safe and
supportive learning environments, and the prevention of substance use, HIV and AIDS,
hazing, and other risky and potentially harmful behaviors among students, faculty, and
staff of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), State Universities and Colleges (SUCs), and

Local Universities and Colleges (LUCs);

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 66, Series of 2018, institutionalized the Philippine
Anti-lllegal Drugs Strategy (PADS) as the national framework for addressing the illegal
drug problem through a balanced approach anchored on drug supply reduction and drug
demand reduction, and subsequently expanded to include health, social, and

developmental services as a core pillar;

WHEREAS, the framework established under CHED Memorandum Order No. 5,
Series of 2026 complements the objectives of the PADS by promoting preventive
education, early intervention, student well-being, and access to appropriate support
services, strengthening drug demand reduction efforts within HEIs;

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that institutions of higher education play a vital
role in fostering healthy, resilient, and drug-free learning environments through policies
and programs that promote holistic student development, mental health, and substance

use prevention;

WHEREAS, during the 213" Regular Meeting of the Board held on 15 July 20286,
the Board recognized the significance of CHED Memorandum Order No. 5, Series of 2026
and deemed it appropriate to express support for its adoption and institutionalization as
an important policy initiative that advances the objectives of Republic Act No. 9165 and
the PADS, particularly in advancing drug demand reduction through preventive education,

early intervention, and holistic student support systems;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED, that the
Board hereby expresses its full support for the adoption and institutionalization of the
CHED Memorandum Order No. 5, Series of 2026, entitled "Pathway to Health and Well-
being in Higher Education," recognizing its contribution to the promotion of health and
well-being, the prevention of substance use, and the establishment of safe, healthy, and

supportive learning environments in HEls.
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RESOLVED, FURTHER, that the Board encourages all HEls, SUCs, LUCs, and
other concerned stakeholders to support and effectively implement the provisions of
CHED Memorandum Order No. 5, Series of 2026, consistent with their respective

mandates and applicable laws, rules, and regulations.

APPROVED and ADOPTED this 15" day of July in the year of Our Lord, 2028, in
Quezon City, Philippines.

Secretary osﬁ:m.suzu ELA

Chairperson

Attested by:

Undersecretary EARL P7
Board Secretary/Executiv
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